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No. 1, Vol. XI.] » WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 1828. [Paice 64. 


Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 








— 


PROGRESS or tHe HOLY ALLIANCE, rowarps 
THE GENERAL ENSLAVEMENT or EUROPE. 


———— TT, 


Crowned Conspiracy against the People.—The English 
Mimstry not opposed to tt.— Perjury and Treason of the 
King of Portugal—Removal of Ferdinand to Cadiz, 
Se. &e. &e. | 


The crisis of the liberties of Europe is at hand.—We are 
not in the habit of indulging any fears for the issue ;-—but 
it is necessary that the people of this country should clearly 
perceive the predicament in which they stand. THERE 
EXISTS A GENERAL CONSPIRACY AMONGST THE CROWNED 
HEADS OF EUROPE TO ANNIHILATE EVERY PARTICLE 
OF POPULAR LiBERTY. This is now the avOwED object 
of the Hoty ALLIANCE; to which our government is 
only not formally a party, because the forms of our system 
would not permit it:—but let the people remember, and 
MARK WELL, that it has been proclaimed by a Minister in 
the House of Commons, that though the King of England 
could not be an actual member of the Holy Alliance, he 
was friendly to its princtples, and wished it the greatest 
success. Now, whether the minister spoke of the King or 
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of the Cabenet, the danger to this country is the same.— 
What the Holy Alliance was, at that period was unknown 
te the people ; but we must not suppose that the minister, 
and the cabinet to which he beionged, were not fully ac- 
quainted with all its views, and with all its objects. They 
must have known the principles to which they wished so 
much success. They could not be in ignorance of the de- 
testable objects of the conspiring despots. Every thing 
must have been fully known to them ; when they replied 
that they could not become actual. parties: to the infernal 
intrigue against the common rights of man. 
In the mean time the despots have been steadily pursu- 
ing their object, not only without eny interruption from 
England, but with all the assistance that the English 
Ministry dare lend them, directly or indirectly. To for- 
ward the iniquitous purposes of this impious league against 
humanity, the English Ministry have abandoned the fa- 
vourite principle of all past ages, relative to the balance 
of power. The tyrants of the earth have come to a new 
understanding ; and instead of warring upon each other, 
they have agreed to assist each other, in a common war 
upon the PEOPLE. Thus England sacrificed her honour 
and her national character by sacrificing the constitution 
yuaranteed to Genoa, as the price of its declaration against 
Napoleon. Thus was Naples sacrificed by Austria, and 
iedmont trodden under foot ; and these acts were praised 
in the British Senate, as wise, and just, and necessary! 
No fear of Austrian aggrandisement existed. The object 
was to suppress the principles of inquiry into the nature of 
sovernments ; and to effect this, all means were sacred in 
the eyes of the British Cabinet!- The spirit of the age 
fought against them, and other revolutions were to be put 
down, before despotism could hope to sleep in quiet. The 
Spanish and Portuguese revolutions had been remarkable for 
the ease with which they had been accomplished, and the 
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moderation with which they had been conducted. But they 
were still REVOLUTIONS. They had deprived Kings. of the 
unlimited power to do mischief--they had stripped the nobi- 
lity of usurped and dangerous privileges—they had re- 
stored to the nation what had been madly devoted to super- 
stition—they were so many strides towards the last battle 
with despotism, and those who had made them were to 
be driven back, cost what it might. England had too 
many interests at stake ; and Englishmen were too well 
aware of this, to permit the ministers of this country 
even to sanction any attack upon Spain ; but who, look- 
ing at their conduct, can hesitate to believe that they - 
wish success to their holy allies? Who can believe them, 
when they have dared to state that they were not aware 
that it. was in contemplation to attack Spain? Woule anal- 
liance, to the principles of which they had professed them- 
selves friendly, and to the members of which they had ptb- 
licly wished success, have left them in any doubt about their 
real intentions? The Holy Allies have never changed ; 
nor, to do them justice, have they ever disguised their 
infamous principles and blasphemous intentions to run a 
race against the melioration of the condition of the world. 
They have been “ fine bold-faced villains’ on this point. 
All their declarations have been sufficiently explicit ; and 
those who have supposed them too good to mean the bad 
they threatened, must have wilfully overlooked the fact 
that they were tyrants; and that with such beings the 
inclination to do mischief is only limited by the want of 
power to effect it. We have no doubt but that the Cabi- 
net were aware that Spain would be attacked, as soon as 
any member of the Holy Alluance was in a condition to 
attack that country: and to proclaim the neutrality of 
England, under such circumstances, and with this know- 
ledge, was to aid the Holy Alliance as far as circumstan- 
ces would permit. The attempts made by the English 
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Ministry to induce Spain to consent to a modification ofits 
constitution—the employment of every influence to effect 
this—the language of Lord Liverpool and Mr. Peel—all 
convince us of the hollow nature of their pretended affec- 
tion for Spain, and their wish that she might be put in 
the leading-strings of priests and nobles, and subjected 
again to the rod of an absolute despot. They knew that 
to modify the Spanish constitution could mean only to 
restore a tyranny. They know that to unmuzzle the 
tiger, would be to leave him at liberty to bite and tear 
again. They know that to have two chambers and the 
royal veto, would have been a recurrence to the old des- 
potism, operating through a different medium, but 
producing the same results; and they cheered the 
holy allies on to the combat, with the cry of “ their 
neutrality,” which was tantamount to a declaration of 


War against Spain. The conduct of Sir W. A‘Court, 


their minister to the Cortes, has been of the same 
description. With the hollow pretence of neutrality, on 
his lips, he has been an active ally of France, by his con- 
tinual recommendation of concession and modification ; and 
at an important crisis he refuses to accompany the Cortes, 
ona pretence that they have coerced the King. Why, 
Sir William A’Court knew well enough that the King 
was compelied to leave Madrid for Seville; and yet he 
went in his train. For what ? Why, there was then a hope 
that the Cortes might hesitate in the discharge of their duty 
to Spain. There was a hope that delusion might induce 
the populace of Seville to take Ferdinand out of their 
hands. There was a hope that the French army might 
advance more rapidly than it has done. In short, until 
Ferdinand had reached Cadiz, there was a chance of his - 
seizure by force, or fraud ; and though it was well known 
to the world that he has been compelled to act as the re- 
presentatives of the people thought best for the good of 
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the nation, yet Sir William A‘Court refuses to accompany 
the Cortes to Cadiz, because they have compelled the 
King to accompany them to that. place. Though we clearly 
perceive the motive, and despise it, we are glad that he 
does not go to Cadiz. He isa dangerous intriguer; and 
the Cortes would act wisely to shut every door against 
him, that they can close in his face. Nor he alone—but all 
who dare whisper the word concession should be deemed 
the enemies of Spain. | 

It should be distinctly understood by the people of this 
country, that the Spanish Liberals have to contend with 
two sorts of enemies—the one in the field, with bayonets 
fixed, and artillery loaded against the Spanish Constitu- 
tion ; and the other behind the curtain intriguing for its 
destruction. At the head of the first party is France, with 
Austria, Russia, and Prussia, at its back. Who is at the 
head of the second party, may be more easy to guess than 
safe to declare ; but when we find men like the Duke of 
Buckingham use the language of vindictive hatred towards 
theSpanish revolutionists, we may at least infer that there is 
a partyin this country ,that would rejoice to hear that Spain 
had lost all hopes of liberty! In Portugal, and not impro- 
bably by some English influence, another King has been 
induced to violate his oaths, and to betray the confidence 
reposed in him :—another lesson, if one were wanted, to 
revolutionists to trust no man who has been reduced from 
absolute to limited authority ; and another proof of the 
wisdom of the Spanish Cortes, in not trusting the wretched 
being who has shewn so much disposition to betray them, 
with any authority that might be employed to their injury. 
We shall give a detail of the leading occurrences ; nothing 
more than the facts being needed to excite the indignation 
of our readers against this royal perjyurer, who swears, and 
unswears, with all the easy impudence of a well trained Old 
Bailey evidence. It has been already stated that his second 
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son, Don Miguel, had fled from Lisbon-to raise the cry of 
the royal faction, previous to the 27th of May. 

On the 27th the Minister Carvatho made a communica- 
tion from the King, stating how deeply he was affected at 
the conduct of the Infant Miguel, in flying with the 23d 
regiment ; that he had sent to him to return to his duty, 
and continued to take the best measures against the evil. 
The Cortes then decreed the country to be in danger. A 
proposal for a change in the Ministry was also agitated. 
General Sepulveda declared, that he had been to the Pa- 
lace of Bemposta, and found the King surrounded by his 
Councillors of State, and profoundly afflicted at the dis- 
obedience of Don Miguel; but that he still remained firm to 
maintain the Constitution of 1822, to which he had volun- 
tarily sworn. At this cries of “ Long live the Constitution! 
“ Long live the Constitutional King, and the Portuguese, 
‘ who prefer death to slavery,” resounded through the 
hall. In conclusion the General demanded the dismissal 
of the Ministry ; which was rejected ; anda message sent 
to his Majesty, requesting him to act in concert with the 
Cortes, in the salvation of the country. The business con- 
cluded by the nomination of Sepulveda to the military 
command of the capital. 

On the 28th a deputation of the Cortes waited upon the 
King, by whom they were graciously received ; and he 
still affected to feel sorrow for the conduct of his son. 

On the 29th, the King required of the Cortes to permit, 
Rangal, Azevedo, and Oliviera, three of their Members, 
to be appointed Ministers, which was agreed to. The de- 
sertion of two thousand seven hundred soldiers, and the 
treason of General Sepulveda were then announced. A 
deputation was sent to inform the King that the Cortes 
had decreed that deserters from the army, should be pu- 
nished as if the country were at war. This deputation was 
escorted by the populace, and loudly cheered as it passed 
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along the streets. The King replied that he would use his 
authority to carry the decree into effect ; and repeated that 
he was profoundly afflicted at the desertion of the troops ; 
that he had given full proof of his fidelity to the oath 
which he took on the memorable Ist of October ; and that 
he had the greatest confidence in the Cortes. On returning 
from the Palace the deputy Lacerda haranged the 18th regi- 
ment which remained faithful, and put a copy of the Consti- 
tution into the hands of its Colonel, saying he was confi- 
dent that regiment would defend it. 

On the 30th, the King issued a proclamation, con- 
demning the desertion of Don Miguel; saying, “ I aban- 
don him as a father, and shall know how to punish him 
as a King;’’ he then declares again that he will be 
faithful to his oath, and maintain the constitution; 
adding, that “ his liberty had never been restricted, nor 
his authority despised.”’ 

On the 3Ist the King, himself, joined the factious ; 
and issued a proclamation, in which he denounces the 
“* existing institutions as incompatible with the will, the 
customs, and the persuasions of the greater part of the 
monarchy ;”’ and declares that it is necessary to “ modify 
the constitution,’’ to save the state from “ anarchy and 
invasion,”’ 

On the 2d of June, the Cortes held their iast sitting ; 
and appear to have acted, as became men entrusted with 
the fate of a nation, but whose virtue was over-ruled by 
circumstances. They entered a protest against the disso- 


lution ;—and passed votes of thanks to the volunteer 
corps, and the militias, who had remained faithful to 
their oaths. | 

On the 3d, the “ perjured King’ published a second 
proclamation from Villa Franca, in which he records his own 
shameful want of faith, in still more abominable lan- 
guage than before; accusing the representatives of the. 
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people with a secret design of destroying the reigmng 
dynasty ; in the face of their having reposed a most un- 
grounded confidence in its false professions; and while it 


was hatching a treason against the people, which would 


have justified its destruction. This document contains 
also the infamous principle of the Holy Alliance, that the 
« monarchy should be the foundation of the constitution.” 
We need inquire no further from. what royal pandemo- 
nium it has issued, though we may regret that bribery 
and delusion, operating upon avarice and ignorance, 
should have misled the gallant soldiery who demanded 
the constitution, to commit an act of suicide upon it.— 
At Lisbon, all is sadness and gloom. None but the sol- 
diers have clamoured for an “ absolute king ;’’ and they, 
it appears, are not quite unanimous ; but are in a state of 
insubordination, and have dismissed some officers. The 
traitor Sepulveda, it is said, is dangerously hurt, and ex- 
pected to die of his wounds. So that, possibly, the 
people of Lisbon, may yet free themselves from the do- 
minion of a deluded military, and rally them again 
round the standard of “ No monarchy, but as the crea- 
ture of the laws!” 

This intrigue has been devised to separate Portugal from 
the cause of Spain :—and thus to facilitate the subjuga- 
tion of that gallant nation:—but we will yet hope that 
neither force nor artifice can effect this. The Cortes have 
triumphantly borne off the wretched Ferdinand to Cadiz. 
He refused to go, but they were not to be trifled with. 
They were responsible to the world for their conduct in 
the defence of Spain ; and it was not to the royal caprice, 
that they were disposed to yield. They immediately voted 
him incapable of governing, appointed a regency, and de- 
parted to Cadiz. The following details will shew that 
English intrigue was not wanting in an attempt to frus- 
trate this removal. 
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« On the 8th ult. Sir William A’Court, offered to go 
to Madrid, and do all in his power to bring back fa- 
vourable conditions. The Cortes replied, that they stood 
in no need of any foreign interference ;—On the 9th 
there was a grand sitting, in which the Prince of Anglo- 
na declared they ought to negotiate with the Duke 
d’Angouleme. This advice being rejected, the Prince 
gave in his resignation.—On the llth the King was re : 
quested definitely to state whether he was willing to set 
out for Cadiz.— His Majesty replied, that as regarded 
himself, he had no objections, but he considered his trans- 
ference to Cadiz contrary to the interests of his people, 
he would not yield but by force. Afler this, another sit- 
ting of the Cortes, decreed, that the king was in a state 
of mental insanity, and being incapable of conducting 
the Government, the Cortes ordered his being carried to 
Cadiz, and appointed a Regency in his stead.—‘ The 
Minister of England then sent a note in which he stated 
that as he was accredited to the King, and not toa Re- 
gency, he could not follow the King to Cadiz.’”’—The 
Cortes then, to remove the objections of Sir W. A’Court, 
answered that his Majesty would be-under restraint only 
on his journey, but he would resume his functions in Ca- 
diz. Sir William replied, that he could not go, for that 
he did not see his objection removed by the proposed ar- 
rangement. He therefore remains at Seville. The Minis- 
ter of America, the Netherlands, and Sweden, likewise 
remain at Seville-—The Cortes arrived at Cadiz on the 
14th. General Zayas was entrusted with the escort.” 

It is necessary to remind our readers, that our Mi- 
nisters may soon be arrayed against the cause of Spain ; 
for in the correspondence laid before the Parliament, there 
is a reserved right of interfering in behalf of Ferdinand, 
if any indignity were offered to him. Now Ferdinand and 
Sir William A’Court will be very likely to call this removal 
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an indignity ; and require the interference of England 
to obtain his personal liberty. The Cortes, of course, will 
refuse to allow him to sanction the French invasion; as 
we trust they will—and then—but we will not anticipate 
acrisis that must arise, any further than to request our 
countrymen to be on the alert with regard to the assistance 
they may be disposed to afford Spain. The opportunity 
may not be long in their hands. 

Next to the news of the counter-revolution in Portugal, 
and the arrival of Ferdinand at Cadiz, the fate of the gal- 
lant Mina most interests those who are solicitous as to the 
affairs of the Peninsula. Itis impossible to withhold the 
tribute of praise due to his exertions, and to his abilities. 
He appears to be the only officer who has ventured to give 
the French troops any active employment ; and the skill 
with which he has maintained himself against a regular 
force of from 14 to 20,000 men, with scarcely a fifth of that 
number under bis command, entitles him fully to the re- 
putation he enjoys. Were there twenty officers of his 
energetic and persevering character in Spain, the 
French would ere now have been in a very perilous situ- 
ation : and the progress of the organization of the guerilla 
parties, may not only produce twenty, but fifty, or a 
hundred Minas. Spain, is the very climate of romantic 
enterprize ;—it is the character of the inhabitants to 
slumber in the calm, and to rouse with the storm. That 
of the French is to be impetuous on the onset, and 
daring in their aims; but misfortune abashes them—delay 
wearies, and fatigue exhausts them. It may be truly 
said, that if no other nation could have risen so high, as 
France rose during her revolutionary mania, so no nation 
could have falleu so low as she fell at its close. How 
glorious to Spain is the contrast between her history, 
and that of France, at the period referred to. France, 
flushed with twenty years of victory, with well-appoint- 
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ed armies, officers of the greatest talent, and a well- 
organized system, fell from her proud elevation in an 
hour ; her strength melting like icicles before the touch 
of a foreign conqueror, until she stretched forth her own 
hands, in a base submission, to have her ancient fetters 
fastened on again. Spain, on the contrary, degraded by 
a long and deep-rooted tyranny—-debased by super- 
stition, without armies, without leaders, and betrayed by 
those who should have led her; in want of every resource 
but the inherent courage and perseverance of her peasantry, 
triumphed over all difficulties—first raised the standard of 
defiance to the Goliah who threatened her with destruc- 
tion—first proved that his legions were not invincible— 
and led the van in the revulsion that destroyed the Gallic 
power. Knowing this, we are proud in our trust that she 
will again conquer! 

On this subject it may be necessary to state that the 
dispersion of a guerilla party is no triumph to the enemy. 
It is a part of the guerilla system to disband when closely 
pursued, appointing some place of rendezvous, whic: small 
parties, accustomed to the country, reach with facility, 
notwithstanding the ordinary roads may be in possession 
of their opponents. In this way, the French have several 
times tost Mina, but he never fails to appear again, like 
an appalling apparition to strike fear into their guilty 
souls. 

if any proof were required, that that the movement 
in Portugal was instigated by the holy allies, it would be 
found in the following oath, which has been administered 
by the new authorities :—“< I swear _ to defend, and cause 
to be defended, the rights of our absolute King, those of 
our lady the Queen, and the whole dynasty of the royal 
house of Braganza’’—the oath does not add the words, 
but it means—“ no maiter what fools, or scoundrels the 
‘“ royal house of Braganza’’ may happen to produce. — Is 
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it not sickening to perceive, how low humanity can de- 
grade itself. But, no—the things who can take such 
oaths are not men—they are worse even than brutes ;— 
for a brute would do nothing that he thought would 
injure him; while these things upon two legs volun- 
tarily degrade and injure themselves, and damn their 
i children, and their childrens’ children, to the degradation 
i and injury of slavery, without stipulating for the com- 
| pensation of slaves. May the wretches groan under the 
i@ tyranny which they have created, until they have expiated 
| their offence! May the hands of the “ absolute King” 
i gripe them—may his feet trample upon their necks ; and 
the iron of his misrule enter into the very souls of all 
who have thus disappointed the fairest hopes of the rising 
liberties of Portugal. | 
: Open force is always less to b2 dreaded than the cunning 
machinations of the sycophantic panders to despotism, 
who delude the people. A hundred thousand Frenchmen 
have not yet annihilated the liberties of Spain :—while the 
distribution of a hundred thousand pounds has probably 
| destroyed the constitution of Portugal! It is some con- 
solation, however, to find that the people of Portugal 
have not been the dupes, or the instruments, of the “ ab- 
solute King |!” The best informed amongst them are still 
attached to the constitution ; and even those who are yet 
ignorant on political subjects, and therefore cannot appre- 





| clate the value of the representative system, have not 
i joined in the cry for “ an absolute King.” The militia of 
Lisbon, too, not only remained faithful to the constitution, 
i but demanded to be led against the traitors who had de- 
i clared against it. There are therefore, some hopes, that 
unless a French force be introduced at Lisbon, there may 
be yet a struggle made in favour of the rights of man ; 
and that care will be taken, in the event of another revo- 
t lution in favour of the people, that no Aing shall be en- 
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trusted with power to betray them. Itis the most absurd 
matter imaginable, to suppose that the monarchial princi- 
ple can be preserved, in the destruction of a tyranny, 
without restoring it. 

The idea of a French army proceeding into Portugal is 
by no means chimerical. Already the absolute King has 
declared France a friend, and an ally; has given orders. 
for the admission of her ships into the ports of Portugal ; 
and ordered all Portuguese vessels to afford them what 
succour they require. The nateonal guard of the city of 
Lisbon is disbanded, because there are “ sufficient troops 
‘‘ in the city ;’’ and “ the services of the militia being no 
“longer cal ed for, it is ordered, for the benefit of agri- 
“culture, that they shall return to their respective dis- 
« tricts.’ The style of drawing up the decrees, &c. in 
the name of the nation is ordered to be discontinued, and 
the “ ancrent style’ is to be resumed, until the King gives 
the peopie “ a constitution!’ Yet some of our cotem- 
poraries affect to believe tbat only a modzfication of the Por- 
tuguese constitution is intended, although the perjured 
troops have been bribed to cry out for an “ absolute King,”’ 
and the King annihilates the constitution at once. This,. 
however, is not all. Another decree revokes the liberty 
of the press, and appoints a censorship. The traitor 
D’ Amarante, who was first employed to sound the feelings 
of the people in favour of a renewed despotism, and who 
was every where spurned, is restored to his rank,. and his 
honours! by the King, who thus proclaims himself the 
perjured partner in the revolt against the national autho- 
rity! Don Miguel, instead of being executed as a traitor 
to the constitution, to which the King his father repeat- 
.dly and voluntarily swore allegiance, has been created 
-ommander in chief, and a member of the council of war! 
In short, Portugal has become a member of the Holy 
Alliance, and thrown herself into the arms of France. 
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The dastardly policy of our Ministry, and their want of 
the ordinary foresight of the most common-place states- 
men, (unless we suppose them actual traitors to the na- 
tional interests of England) have made them dupes of 
France to a decree almost inconceivable. It was admitted 
on all hands, that if France attacked Portugal, we must 
interfere to protect our old ally ; but by a mere intrigue 
France has overthrown the government with which we 
were in league, and taken Portugal into her own keeping. 
Can nothing rouse our ministers? If they are not a party 
to this fraud—if they really held good faith with the 
constitutional Portuguese, what will they say to this sub- 
version of an authority which they have recognized as 
proceeding from the will, and forming the legitimate organ 
of the Portuguese. people? Do they not now see into 
what a.dangerous dilemma their neutrality has led t'iem ? 
By merely declaring that an attack upon the independeice 
of Spain, would be resented as an invasion of the inde- 
pendence of England, France would have been kept 
within her own territories ; except, indeed, she were re- 
solved upon a war with England; and if that be the case, 
she will.not long refrain from indulging herself, now she 
has better means, and a more extended scope of annoyance. 

The holy.allzes have yet been-defeated in their hopes 
of deluding the Spanish Cortes. The Portuguese con- 
spiracy, was doubtless intended to finish the drama, as it 
was expected King Ferdinand would be taken, or given 
up at Seville—but the Spanish Cortes seem men—not 
merely such as in the catalogue may pass for men—not 
such tame slaves as a certain country exhibits—but men 
in spirit and in truth—men who know that the cause of 
liberty is in their hands, and that the world is looking with 
an anxious eye to the example it expects from them.— 
The wretches who follow in the train of the Duke d’An- 


gouleme :—the refuse of the camp of an enemy, who 
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call themselves the Regency of Spain, in the fury of 
their disappointed hope of gaining possession of the per- 
son of Ferdinand, have in a fit of frantic rage, ordered 
the sequestration of the property of all those who have 
been instrumental in the high crime of compelling Fer- 
dinand to go to Cadiz:—they are likewise declared guilty 
of high. treason !—and the penalty of death as traitors is 
to be inflicted upon them, upon the mere fact of edentity. 
There is, however, something more requisite, before the 
penalty can be exacted. Shylock must catch his victim, 
before he can take his pound of flesh, no matter for the 
wording of the bond. The Spanish Cortes are still 
free ; and it depends upon themselves alone, whether they 
shall remain so or not. The people of Cadiz are with 
them. We grant that the walls of that city are not invulne- 
rable. If England will look tamely on, and suffer Spain 
to become a province of France, Cadiz, blockaded by sea 
and land, may be starved into surrender. But the Cortes 
can seize the wretched Ferdinand, and rashing with him 
to the top of the last battlement sacred to the banner of 
freedom, plunge with him into the roaring waves, and bid 
the conquerors follow, to snatch his body from the gulph 
below, and to wreak upon the lifeless corses of men who 
could not be overcome the vengeance of their hellish rage. 
—Suppose this event to have taken place—suppose 
the whole continent to be enslaved in the bondage 
of the Holy Alliance, and what will then be the 
condition of Europe, and the fate of this country? An 
empire will have been erected, and deposited in the hands 
ofa host of monarchs leagued against the improvement 
of the human race, and the expansion of the human mind. 
Such an empire would be far more dangerous than the 
chimeraof universal empire lodged ina single hand :—and 
though the new world would be beyond the reach of its 
destructive power, what would become of England. The 
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same demands. would be made to her, as arenow made 
to Spain. The despots ofthe Holy Alliance cannot bear 

the name of popular rights ; they will pursue them to ex- 
termination wherever they can reach them ; and the circle 
around us narrows so rapidly that the present ministry 
may probably have to offer us the alternative of being the 

willing tools, or the abject slaves of the Holy Alliance. 

It cannot be disputed that the general cowardice of the 

European world is favourable to the consummation of 
things. If Spain have perseverance she will triumph; 
for it is true, that “ for a nation to be free, it is sufficient 
that she wills it ;” but this will must be exerted and per- 
severed in at all hazards. A single blow will not fell the 
oak, nor can temporary patriotism save a state ; but re- 

peated strokes will bring down the one ; and patient pru-. 
dent perseverance liberate the other. Andif Spain triumph 
Europe is saved, and the fall of the holy allies accelerated. 
There need not be any stronger incentive to the friends 
of freedom, to assist the Spaniards to prolong the contest 
to the last extremity. It is the last stake to be played for 
freedom, for perhaps centuries to come, with the same 
vantage ground ; and the issue may depend upon the 

possession of a single musquet. It has been a work of 
much }abour and anxiety with us to induce our country- 
men, and the Reformers in particular, to look at this 
matter, in its true light ; but we shall be most am- 
ply repaid, if we can succeed at last. Of this we have 
great hopes. The public attention has been attracted.— 

The public public feeling is every where right- 

ly toned; but there is an apathy which may not be 
shaken off, before itis too late. A few weeks, and our 
ministry may have formally joined the ranks of the Holy 
Allinnee. Let it not be supposed this is improbable. We 
will not suppose they can be blind to the mischief to Eng- 

land of the continental league; but their known hatred 








THE BLACK DWARF. 17 


to’ the true principles of freedom at home, miay lead them to 
a pomt which they do not at presént intend to go. 
Let us, therefore, be on the alert to render Spain what’ as- 
sistance we can ; and to secure a more iniportant’ object— 
that of corivincing the ministry that the nation is décidedly 
in alliance in feeling with the liberals of Spain and’of Por: 
tugal. This will strengthen their hands, and help them 
to retrieve part of their errors, if they are honest’; 
and it will help to cripple them, if they meditate 
any foul play to the liberties of Spain. Those who'say, 
we had better liberate ourselves from the boroughmonger 
thraldrom, and the miseries of a corrupt system,. forget 
that this is the means of doing so; and, if successful, a 
most powerful means. We are‘offering to Spain a sword 
to cut our bonds asunder, as well as hers :—becatse, one 
of the knots is now placed in her reach, though it'isout 
of ours. To cut any one of the meshes of the -net’ of 
tyranny is to weaken the whole ;—and heréi8 not only 
one, but'a hundred dependant upon the hazard of a'single 
blow. Shall we then hesitate, to nerve and arm the hands 
which are about to strike. Forbid it, every generous: im- 
pulse, every nob’e, nay every interested feeling. The 
cause is our own ,—and if we are wanting t6 Spain, we 
are wanting to ourselves, and the interests of our pos- 
ieTity. 














Letters of the Black Dware. 





From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 


MR. CANNING’S FRIENDS IN SEARCH OF HIS: FAMILY=— 
NOT LIKE SAUL THE SON OF KISH; WHO WENT TO 
SEEK HIS FATHER’S ASSES, AND FOUND A CROWN. 








RESPECTED FRIEND,—Amidst all the troubles and 


perplexities that torment this island, the one that is now 
No. 1. Vol. XI. 





ei a eo 

















18 THE BLACK DWARF. 


upperm@st in certain quarters, is to find out a respectable 
family pedigree for a minister of state; who may indeed 
be allowed to infer that he is descended from some family 
or other; but who has no better means of furnishing a 
genealogy than Adam had at the creation. In this island, 
where so many are born so wise, that they acquire no 
more wisdom as men than they possessed as children, 
it is deemed of great consequence to be of a good family. 
But unluckily these good families are sometimes very bar- 
ren of able men; and as some talent is necessary in govern- 
ing a state, particularly where it is to be shorn as well as 
tended, we often see men of no family, or who can count 
no further back than their fathers, called into high 
offices, and intrusted with important occupations. This 
is all to the credit of the parties, as far as their ability is 
concerned ; nor are they blamable, but, on the contrary, 
praiseworthy, for being able to walk to the summit of so- 
ciety, ‘vithout the help of a family ladder to climb by. 
The drollery of the matter, however, is, that as soon as 
they are rich, and powerful, they begin to make them- 
selves people of great families, no matter what common- 
place stock they in reality sprang from. There is a place 
called the Herald’s college, where families and mottoes 
are distributed in proportion to the fees paid ; and I have 
no doubt, but that I could get thee traced ina direct line 
up to Moses, or the law-giver of China, if thou art am- 
bitious of a great descent, and are not unwilling to pay 
the fees. 

There is a minister of this country at present, who isa 
genuine son of the lower orders ; he had, of course, both 
father and mother, but, unfortunately, they are not to be 
met with at the Herald’s office. I dare say the minister 
does not care one jot for this: that he would not give one 
quarter’s salary to be proved descended in a right line from 
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Jupiter Ammon. But then he has to mix with people of 
great family ; and they do not look very complacently upon 
folks of humble origin. Even that “ statesman from the 
loom,” and that “‘ philosopher from the spinning-jenny,”’ 
Mr. Peel, although only half a remove from the chance of 
being a journeyman cotton spinner, and with no better 
blood in his veins than that of any journeyman cotton- 
spinner, has learnt to mince out half-sentence: about peo- 
ple of no birth, “ fellows of no family,” and so forth :— 
for his father is a baronet, that is, a sort of wee-baron ; 
who may be hereafter elevated to the dignity of Viscount 
Spinning Jenny, or the Marquis of Cotton-rags. 

Now, in order to qualify the Right Hon. George 
Canning, Secretary of the State for the Foreign depart- 
ment; truckler in ordinary to the Bourbons, and in par- 
ticular to the Chancellor; who would not truckle to Lord 
Folkstone; and who did truckle to Lord Castlereagh, and 
who is likely to truckle to somebody else, if not to Mr. 
Brougham—to enable this great man’s friends to hold 
up his posterity without blushing, some kind minion has 
set out on a voyage of discovery after his parents; and, 
like many more travellers, he has been to look forthem every 
where, but where they might have been found. But, 
your genuine curiosity-hunters are not easily intimidated, 
or balked. Something they will have for their pains ; 
and, as it is not every one who-has the good fortune of 
the alchemist, who, in searching for the philosopher’s 
stone, hit upon an infallible cure for the itch; we must 
be content with whatever they pick up, good or bad. 

The result of the journey I have alluded to, is pub- 
lished, with a head of Mr. Canning, for the small price 
of three-pence. The author, for it is mostly pure in- 
vention, and therefore the writer may partly lay claim to 
the honours of an author, first tells us the news—that 
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there have been a variety of gentlemen called Canning, 
in divers parts of this kingdom; and in particular, one 
at Wapping, or in Ratcliffe-highway ; which proves that 
the name is respectable, though the parties wearing it, were 
‘not related to the minister; and it is then only necessary to 
shew that the minister has aright to the name, tomake out 
his claim to family respectability! This is a compendious 
-way of proceeding ; and saves a deal of trouble; though an 
ordinary beggar may find some difficulty in being recog- - 
nized by a respectable family, no matter how. good, his 
claim; yet there are but, few respectable families, who 
would not open the door on the knocking of a minister of 
state. So our voyager takes the liberty of laying hold 
of.an Jrish, General, who was called. Canning, aid of 
writing our hero’s name in the family bible without any 
hesitation. There he is, plainly set down in black and T 
white. The right honourable G. Canning, son of 
the gallant General Canning, of the county of Tip- 
perary. Who fathered the General—whether.he were some 
illegitimate sprig of nobility, or the legitimate issue of 
some humble bog-trotter, the enquirer says not, Having 7 
vot to a general officer it was prudent to stop. Those 
who are too’ curious in family histories, hit sometimes 
ipon odd anecdotes. 1 remember a country squire who 
would have it that he was descended ina right line from 
William Rufus, whv, on examining the chest of family 
records, found out that he was the issue of a marriage 
with a kitchen-wench, and that there were strong reasons 
to believe the ostler had more claim to him than his reputed 
father. It was prudent therefore, to let the Irish General 
alone ; and it would have been quite as well if nothing had 
been said about the matter. The“ lower orders’’ are not 
to be deprived of the honour of the birth of Mr. Canning 
in this mode. They will not so easily forego the advan- 
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tage of his rise from the democratic floor. However he 
may dislike them—however anxious he may be, likea sprig 
of fashion to cut an old and quizzical relation, the lower 
orders will be as relentless as the relation, and still run 
after him with “ Georgy, my boy! Georgy? Why, thou 
naughty knave, knowest thou not thine own flesh and 
blood? Wilt thou disown thy kindred, graceless ’’ The 
place-hunter who has sought to recommend himself to the 
‘ great man” by this unexpected introduction to the ge- 
nerals has reversed the success of Saul, the son of Kish, 
who went to seek his father’s asses, and found them in the 
likeness of the children of Israel, who made him king ovec 
them; for we have the son’s asses setting out to seek the 
father ; and considering the difficulty that wise men might 
have met with in a similar undertaking, we must not won- 
der that the asses sticceed so miserably. 

Mark me, I have no dispute with the origin of this yen- 
tleman ; and! contend that he has no right to be dis- 
satisfied with it himself. He would not be a jot the 
more respectable, if his veins had been filled with all 
the blood of all the Howards, as far as birth is con- 
cerned. So let him be contented to found a family 
if he cannot trace one to his mind. It is a miSe- 
table ambition that would lean upon tombstones atid 
genealogies, for credit and reputation :—and a despicable 
one to hunt out false pedigrees, to obtain from the igsno- 
rant and credulous the applause which is not worth 
having, The greatest of all follies is the affectation of 
being what we are not; and it frequently produces the 
worst of all vices; for men are often driven to tyranny in 
the vain attempt to enforce arespect which they feel would 
not be paid to them, were they seen in a true light. I 
am sure thou, my yellow friend; wouldst not disown thy 
mother, though she were as frail as the vilest of her sex ; 
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nor thy kindred, were they as numerous as the sea-sands, 
and as poor as the naked savages. And if thou hadst not a 
father who had cared for thee in thy infancy, thou wouldst 
not claim kindred with the Emperor himself. Neither 
would thy friend ; though his parents were as small as 
_ the Lilliputians, nor better known than the humblest 
shrub, they would still satisfy 


THE BLACK DWARF. 











Correspondence. 





From a Blue Devil in the Court of Common Pleas. 


=—— 


Friend Dwarf,—I know thou delightest to see authority 
(allegorically) get its nose tweaked, when it thrusts its 
beard into the faces of honest men. I therefore send thee 
the following sketch of a skirmish between Mr. Sergeant 
Taddy and Mr. Justice Park. I put the Sergeant first, as 
the conqueror in the combat; and hope this piece of 
etiquette will please all parties. The matter occured in 
the trial of the case of Thurtill ». Beaumont, when Mr 
Taddy asked a witness a question relative to something 
that took place “ after the plaintiff disappeared from that 
neighbourhood.” The Judge said it was an improper 
question ; when the following dialogue took place :— 


Mr. Sergeant Taddy—That is an imputation to which I will n ot 


submit ; I am incapable of putting an improper question to a wit- 
ness, 


Mr. Justice Park—What imputation, sir? I desire you will not 
charge me with casting imputations. I say the question was not 


properly put, for the word “ disappear” means to leave clandus- 
tinely. 


Mr. Sergeant Taddy—I say it means no such thing. 
Mr. Justice Park—I hope I have some understanding left; and 
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so far as that goes, the word certainly bore the interpretation, and 
w as therefore improper. 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy—I never will submit to a rebuke of this 
kind. 

Mr. Justice Park—That is a very improper manner, sir, for 
counsel to address the bench. 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy—And that is a very improper manner for 
a judge to address counsel. 

Mr. Justice Park (rising with some warmth)—I protest, sir, you 
will compel me to do what is disagreeable to me. 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy (with equal warmth.)—Do what you like, my 
lord. , 

Mr. Justice Park (resuming his seat.) —Well, I hope I shall ma- 
nifest the indulgence of a Christian Judge.* 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy—You may exercise your indulgence or your 
power in any way your lordship’s discretion may suggest; it is 
matter of perfect indiffgrence to me. I am ready to submit to 
whatever measure you may chose to adopt. 

Mr. Justice Park—I have the functions of a judge to discharge 
and in doing so, I must not be reproved in this kind of way, 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy—And I have a duty to discharge as counsel 
which I shall discharge as I think proper, without submitting to a 
rebuke from any quarter. | 

Mr. Sergeant Lens rose to interfere ; 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy—No, brother Lens, I must protest agains 
this interference. 

Mr. Sergeant Lens—My brother Taddy, my lord, has been be- 
trayed into some warmth—— 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy (pulling Mr. Lens back into his seat)—I 
again protest against any interference on my account; I am quite 
prepared to answer for my own conduct. 

Mr. Justice Park—My brother Lens, sir, has a right to be 


4 eard. 





* Let the storm blow over us.— Lord Ellenborough. 
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Mr Sergeant Taddy—Not on my account, my iord, [ am fully 
capable of answering for myself. 

Mr. Justice fark—Has he not a right to possess the court upon 
any subject he pleases? 

Mr. Sergeant Taddy—Not while I am in possession of it; and am 
now examining a witness. 

Here his lordship threw himself back in bis chair, and remained 
silent. 

Now, friend Dwarf, is not this a rich treat ; after the 
fining of Mr. Davisom for a little pertinacity in the course 
of hisdefence! I would recommend every radical who 
may be tried in future, to take this dialouge into court upon 
his trial ; and when the judge stops him on the pretence 
of irregularity, to read it over, and to persist, very 
respectfully, in maintaining, thata defendant in person 
has a right to be as independent as a barrister. This is the 
best way at getting at the Christian virtues of a Judge ! 
Thee is nothing like making a man humble ; for human 
infirmity is very apt to forget itself. Commend me to thy 
friends, and believe me 


A VERY HARMLESS BLUE DEVIL 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ A poor weaver” from Halifax in our next. Asmodeus in our 
next. Our friend from Melton shall be attended to. 


We will hand the paper of our Southampton Correspondent over 
to the parties he mentions. 


The Currency Question at first the opportunity. 
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MORE SPECIMENS OF JURY PACKING. 


« 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and 
ireland, in Parliament assembled. 


The humble petition of John Jones, of Water-lane, Fleet- 
street, in the City of London, 


SHEWETH, | 
That on the 3d of December, 1821, your petitioner was 


arrested under a Judge’s warrant, at the instance ofa self- 
constituted, and, as your petitioner believes, an illegal 
society, called “‘ the Society for the Suppression of Vice,” 
for having sold a theological work, entitled, ‘‘ Observations 
on Dr. Gregory’s Letters,’ which sale-your petitioner 
believes to be perfectly legal, and a work calculated to do 
much good. 

That your petitioner was committed to prison by Mr. 
Justice Bailey, in default of bail, and remained in New- 
gate eight weeks; he then pleaded a misnomer in bar of 
the prosecution, and was held to bail. After hearing the 
case, the plea of misnomer was rejected, and your petitioner 
pleaded in the following term to the indictment. 

That on Tuesday, the 10th of June, inst. your petitioner 
attended at the Crown Office, to witness the nomination of 
the jury, when the following circumstances occurred :—the 
master beginning in the usual manner, to select such 
names as he thought fit, your petitioner asked him, 
if it would not be more fais to take the whole of the 
names as they stood on each page? The master replied, 
“ No, I have good reasons for not doing so.’”’ Your 
petitioner remarked, that it appeared a complete packing 
to take them in such a manner: to which the master said, 
«No, it is not, I take them fairly, | do not know one of 
them: and if youdo, you have the advantage o! me.”’ 

Your petitioner still remonstrated and said—* you do 
not take them fairly, Sir, or you would take the names in 
rotation.”” The Master replied to this—*« You may make 
what objections you like en Court, but you must not inter- 
rupt me.” Your petitioner again demanded of him to take 
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he names at random, or by rotation, to which he answered 
positively that he would not. Your petitioner then re- 
marked that all the persons whose names were in the 
book were eligible to serve on special juries, which the 
Master denied, and said, only those were eligible who had 
the description of merchant added to their names. Your 
petitioner then added, that he had counted nine merchants 
on one page, and that the Master had only selected one 
of them. The Master said this might be by accident, 
‘which your petitioner ventured to deny, as the Master 
still persisted in the same course, and told your petitioner, 
who said he should expose the practice in a higher court, 
that he might expose it wherever he thought proper. 
Your petitioner, therefore, ventures to approach your 
honourable house, with his complaint against the wanton 
wrong, and evident injustice with which he has been 
treated: nor can, your petitioner avoid charging the 
Master of the Crown Office, with a deliberate intention 
to pack a jury to the prejudice of your petitioner ; inas- 
much as your petitioner has good reason to be assured, 
that the master is in the constant habit of using the same 
names in almost every pannel he nominates: and inas- 
much as the reference of the Master of the Crown Office 
to the Court, was a wanton insult; no one knowing better 
than the said master, that the Court of King’s Bench, 
has been the constant patron of an usurped power of 
packing juries, and has even refused to hear any com- 
plaints against this shameful corruption of the source of 


- justice. Your petitioner further denies the assertion of the 


master, that none but merchants are qualified to serve on 
special juries, although to a jury of merchants fairly no- 
minated, your petitioner would have no objection; but 
having carefully inquired into the enactments of the law 
relative to the formation of special juries, your petitioner 
finds that no distinct class is specified; but that all who 
are eligible to serve on common juries for the city of Lon- 
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don, are left also eligible to serve on special juries ; the 
law making a difference in the mode of nomination, but 
none in the qualification of the parties eligible to serve. 

Your petitioner therefore claims the interference of your 
honourable House, to vindicate the integrity of the law 
against the usurpation of an officer of the court; who is 
besides a placeman, dismissable at the pleasure of the 
ministry ; and who may have, and in the opinion of your 
petitioner really has, unfair motives to injure defendants 
placed in a similar condition with your petitioner. 

Your petitioner also ventures to remark, that the two 
leading pretences upon which the Court of King’s Bench 
‘and the master of the crown office defend the present 
practice, falsify themselves ; the master declaring that he 
knows nothing of the parties ; which, if true, would render 
ita matter of indifference which of them he selected ; and 
the Court of King’s Bench declaring that he has a right 
to exercise a sound discretion ; while in an affidavit now 
upon the files of that court, the master says that he is 
utterly ignorant of the parties whom he nominates ; and 
of course, showing upon his oath, that he has no means 
of exercising any discretion at all in the case; the ex- 
ercise of a discretion being to be founded upon a know- 
ledge of the parties, and not being compatible with the 
professed ignorance of the master; an ignorance, however, 
in which your petitioner does not believe. 

Your petitioner also prays that your honourable House 
will appoint a committee to inquire into the unjust and il- 
legal sanction which the Court of King’s Bench has ac- 
corded to the usurpation of the Master :—it appearing 
from documents that cannot be disputed, that this system 
of packing juries has been recently adopted under the im- 
mediate sanction of the Court of King’s Bench ; and ap- 
pears to have been intended as a means of continuing the 
corrupt nomination of special juries, after a packed and 





Or 
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iHegal list, out of which it was the previous practice of the 
Master ¢o strike them, was taken out of his hands by the 
Common Council of the City of London. 
And your petitioner, &c. 
JOHN JONES. 


MR. HUNT. 








At a general meeting of the members of the Patriotic 
Fund, held at Birmingham, on the 19th of May, 
1823, it was resolved unanimously— 


That the strenuous and persevering exertions of Henry Hunt, Esq 
in endeavouring to procure for the people the possession of their 
independence, together with the matchless intrepidity and the 
noble conduct he displayed, during his late imprisonment in the 
Bastile of Ilchester, fully entitle him to the best thanks and support 
of every sincere lover of liberty. 

That in order wo testify to Mr. Hunt the respect the town of Bir- 
mingham entertains fer the effortshe has made in behalf of the 
happiness and freedom of the nation, this meeting is of opinion a 
public dinner should be provided in honour of that gentleman, at 
which he be respectfully solicited to attend. 

C. MADDOCKS, Chairman. 
Birmingham, May 20, 1828. 
Henry Hunt, Esa. 


Sir,—In obedience to the instructions of the committee, 
appointed to carry the annexed resolutions into effect, | 
have first to convey to you their sincere and grateful 
acknowledgments, for the many instances of inflexible 
patriotism and sterling worth, which have characterised 
your career as a Radical Reformer: and secondly, to ap- 
prise you of the last of the above resolutions, by which 
you will perceive, it is m contemplation to provide a 


public dinner in honour of your meritorious exertions. 


Permit me, sir, in the name of the committee, to solicit 
your attendance at this dinner; in doing which | am sure, 
1 need not express to you, that in Birmingham you wil 
find friends, who will not desert you in the hour of peril. 
I can truly assert, that the Reformers have long and 
anxiously wished for your presence among them ; “and I 
make no doubt, should you so far comply with their 
desires in this respect, that your calculations as to their 
spirit and numbers will be realized. 











THE BLACK DWARF. | 29 


~~ 


The direful arm of corruption, has dealt many mighty 
blows in this part of the kingdom; but it is a real conso- 
lation to know, that the horrid effects of the monster 
have caused millions of Englishmen to rouse and oppose 
its progress; and I am satisfied, that this town and dis- 
trict can boast of their full complement of individuals, 
determined to resist oppression at the hazard of their 
lives. 

In order to make the proceedings more consonant with 
your feelings, | am directed to say that the Committee will 
with the greatest pleasure make arrangements for the din- 
net to be provided on any day you may think proper to 
appoint ; and as some time will be consumed in the neces- 
sary preparations, may | beg your answer to this letter as 
early as possible. Waiting your reply, 

I am Sir, your’s respectfully, 
GEORGE RAGG, Sec. 
Mr. Hunt’s ANSWER. 
Broadwall, Blackfriars, May 22, 1823. 

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 20th, written by the direction of the Committee of the 
Patriotic Fund Society, enclosing the resolutions passed at 
a general meeting of that body, held in Birmingham, on 
the 19th of May, 1823, which resolutions convey in the 
most flattering terms an invitation for me to attend a pub- 
lic dinner, to be given me in that town. 

Agreeable to a promise m:de while I was incarcerated 
in lichester Bastile, | most cheerfully accept the invitation, 
and shall be most happy to attend the call of the brave 
and enlightened men of Birmingham, on any day that may 
be thought most convenient by. the Committee. I have to 
request that you, Sir, will convey to the Committee, the 
high sense which I entertain of the honour they intend 
me; and to assure them, that, I esteem it one of the 
proudest moments of my life, to beso far considered wor- 
thy of the approbation and respect of the people of Bir- 
mingham, as to have such a distinguished favour conferred 
upon me by them. Whatever arrangements the Committee 
may think proper to make, they have only to give me 
timely notice, and I shall take care that on my part those 
arrangements shall not be frustrated. 


Iam Sir, your’s respectfally, 


HENRY HUNT. 
To Mr. George Ragg, Secretary. 


So’? 


The day fixed for the dinner, is the 14th of July, 1823 
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PETERSFIELD PAPERS. 





The various documents which we have been enabled to 
publish relative to the attempt made to open this bo- 
rough will hereafter form a curious selection of materials 
from which to compile a history of the nature of English 
close boroughs. They are all nearly in the same predica-~ 
ment :—and are maintained by the contemptuous violation 
of the law, under the sanction of Heaven help 





us! There wasa libel on the very nib of the pen, but we 
have saved it. 

We anticipated rather too hastily, it seems, that this 
affair was at an end: and that Squire Hylton, of charata- 
ble and collegiate reputation, might sit down in peace for 
the remainder of his most valuable life. The sturdy re- 
formers of Petersfield are not content with the decision of 
the Court of King’s Bench, that “ the Patron of a Bo- 
rough can illegally pack a gury, by his steward to 
answer his own purpose ;’—they will not take this 
for law from the Lord Chief Justice, and they are 
in the right of it; for, although we are quite 
aware that law is bad enough in general, yet such 
horribly ill-savoured law as this, we are satisfied exists 
not in England. But our friends must not be too san- 
guine; for, though it is not law, and never could be made 
law, yet it may be made to do instead of law. Many a 
nauseous judicial opinion, has been forced down a suffer- 
ing client’s throat for law before this; and many another 
will yet be, or the author of Moore’s Almanack is mis- 
taken in his prognostication, that times will be no better 
this year. 


Mr. Brougham and Mr. Denman are now to be sent into 
the House of Lords to look forlaw! They are a brace of 
keen-scented sportsmen, and are quick enough at finding 
their game ; but it is quite another matter to catch it :— 
but as nothin can be effected without an endeavour, we 
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give great credit to those who are not willing to let a 
Chance of obtaining justice escape them. 

The friends ofthe Squire are, however, quite elate, as hav- 
ing well founded hopes for believing that no such thing as 
justice can be had any where :—and, indeed, considering 
the various escapes of the Squire, from the hands of poor 
Cowling, and through the courts of law, (though he did 
fall into a quagmire in the Vice Chancellor’s Court) there 
is some reason to think that he was not born to make his 
exit in any vulgar manner. Asa proof of his good spirits 
he has had himself painted, and put in the exhibition, that 
the world might be gratified with the sight of one who 
had been se conspicuous in it. This picture, which does 
not look quite so glum as might be expected, is not, how- 
ever, calculated to do him much credit; and if it should 
be transferred, as a present to Churcher’s College, we 
are fearful that posterity will read in the visage a 
greater reluctance to give up the sweets, than a desire to 
discharge the duties of the trusteeship. But he should 
really, to complete his bounty to the college, get either 
a picture or a statue of his father; and if he was to put a 
purse in the hands, with the money init, which his pro- 
genitor borrowed of thec llege, without saying any thing 
about it, the matter would be the more agreeable. 

The poor squire is also dissatisfied with some part of 
the law he has got; for he and his brother trustees have 
dragged themselves up from the Vice Chancellor’s into the 
Chancellor’s Court; but with all our objections to the 
Lord Chancellor, we do not think he will be a whit more 
complaisant than his deputy to the squire. At all events, 
the dust begins to fly on the walls of encampment at 
Petersfield; and Mr. Hector is absolutely blown off. We 
cannot resist the temptation of extracting the following 
report, of the mode in which a man may escape from a 
legal penalty, without having the justice of his conduct 
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at all cleared up. Such men ride out of courts of law 
upon a quibble, as dexterously as Jonah swam back again 
out of the whale’s belly. There is a sort of regimental 
feeling that blunts the edge of the law, and enables them 
to slip through its oily fingers, as a fat cel would 
slip through the greazy hand of a cook-maid. Our 
readers will not fail to mark the modesty of Mr. 
Hector !—He wanted to be paid for his escape; but the 
great folks seemed to think, it was quite enough for him 
to get out of court, at his own proper cost ;—and we 
can imagine a state of things, in which he would not 
have got off so easily. 


KING V. HECTOR. 


Mr. Scarlett—In the case, my Lords, of the King v. Hector, | am 
to apply to the Court to discharge the rule which has been obtained 
and to discharge it with custs. This, my Lords, was the case of an 
information which was moved for against Mr. Hector, as the Stew- 
ard of the Manor of Petersfield, andthe grounds upon which ‘the 
motion was made were, that he had improperly— 

Mr. Justice Bayley—Does any body appear now in support of 
the rule. 

Mr. Gaselee—I appear, my Lord, in support of it. I should 
have been satisfied if my learned friend had net moved to have it 
discharged with costs. 

Mr. Scarlett—I shewed cause, 11,y Lords, against this rule formerly. 
At the time this rule was applied, an information in the nature of a 
quo warrunto against Mr. Jolliffe, the mayor elect, was pending. — 
The grounds upor which they moved were two—first, that a list of 
names wasgiven to the:bailiff; out of which the jury were summoned ; 
and secondly, that Mr. Hector had attended: with the Jury to assist 
them, asiit.was stated,in thei proceedings. I shewed cause ‘against 
this rule, and made a considerable struggle to have it discharged 
and 1 had great reason to.believe your Lordships’were with me ;_ but 
it was pressed, that this guo warranto was pending, in consequence 
of which this rule was enlarged, your Lordships stating that you 
would not pronounce any opinion until the other issues were dis- 
posed of. — Now those issnes raised both the points upon which this 
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rule is grounded, the one charging it was a corrupt clection of Mr. 
Jolliffe, because the steward had remained with the j jury. “during 
their deliberation, in order to induce them to come to the election 
of Mr. Jolliffe ; upon this issue, my Lords, no evidence was given, 
and a verdict was found: forthe defendant. Upon the other point, 
also, which came before the Court, aclear judgment was given.— 
Therefore I do humbly submit that this rule ought to be discharged 
with costs. I have no objection, with regard to political purposes, 
to fight my adversary fairly, so long as. he confines himse}f to civil 
‘matters, but if he chooses to bring a party before the Court crimi- 
naily, and he fails, I trust the Court will visit him with all the con- 
sequences. | - 

Mr. Adam—I am, my Lord, on the same side with Mr. Scarlett, 
and I will only mention this single fact; upon the record of the quo 
warranto there was a distinct issue. whether the election was collu- 
sive or not, and no evidence was tendered to prove, the fact ; in 
one of the affidavits made upon which the motion was granted, 
there was stated a long list of persons whe had been selected because 
they were under a certain influence’ and a particular ¢ examination of 
the relative situation of those persons was gone into, for the purpose 
of shewing whether they were tenants of Mr. Jolliffe’s or, not, or 
under his influence, yet no attempt was made at the trial to prove 
that there was any collusion. 

Mr. Justice Best—The learned Judge says, in the margin of his 
notes, in his own hand-writing, that there was no evidence to 
shew that the steward remained with the Jury for the purpose of 
inducing them to elect. 

Mr. Adam—With respect, therefore, my lords, to the criminal 
charge, that has been abandoned. 

Mr. Merewether—I am on the same e side, my lord, and I have 
only to observe, that the rule was moved for on the affidavits of, I 


think, twelve different persons, not onc of whom was Called at the 
trial, | | 


Mr. Gaselee—I certainly, my lords, did not expect that you would 
have heard of this again; but after what has fallen from my 
learned friends, it becomes necessary for me to address a few 
observations to your lordships. I apprehend there is abundant 
ground upon the affidavits that have been made, either to make 
this rule absolute, or at least to have it discharged upon the pay- 
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ment of costs by the defendant. My learned friends have not 
stated the facts of the case correctly; it was not merely a charge, 
that Mr. Hector improperly and illegally remained with the jury— 
for the course of the argument was, that in the nomination of the 
jurymen, he had selected all the friends of Mr. Jolliffe, and that no 
other persons were nominated. 

Mr. Scarlett—You had better state his answer to that charge. 

Mr. Gaselee—I am ready to do it, if it shall become necessary ; 
the questions tried upon the quo warranto were in point of laws 
whether-the steward had or had not the right to nominate the jury. 

Mr. Mernewretuer—Perhaps you will allow me to state what the 
issues were: one was that Mr. Hector and Mr. Jolliffe leagued to- 
gether, and devised that a person should be elected Mayor who 
would be agreeable to Mr. Jolliffe, and, that fourteen gentlemen, 
who were Mr. Jolliffe’s friends, were nominated; another issue 
was, that Mr. Hector intending to tamper with these fourteen per- 
sons, did continue with them for the purpose of influencing and in- 
ducing them to elect Mr. Jolliffe to be Mayor. 

Mr. Gaselee—Whatever might be the issues taken on the guo 
warranto, certainly there never was any intention to go beyond the 
legal points, whether or no in point of fact it had been the custom 
for the steward to name the jury, and whether it had been the prac- 
tice in point of fact, for the steward to remain with the jury; these 
were the particular points which were tried upon the issues at the 
trial. The ground upon which the criminal information was 
moved for was, whether or no, supposing it to be in point 
of law a good custom, Mr. Hector, in the conduct which he pursued, 
as described in the affidavits, exercised a good and bona fide judg- 
ment, or whether he did not select those persons only who were 
the friends of Mr. Jolliffe. 

My Learned Friend says, that he had reason to believe, that the 


. Court would have discharged the rule upon his shewing cause against 


it, but that it was pressed that the quo warranto was pending. Your 
Lordships will do me the favour to recollect that that circumstance 
was not pressed by us, and therefore, as far as we were concerned, 
forms no ground, why you did not discharge the rule ; and I will 
venture to say, as far as your Lordships’ judgment could be infer- 
red, having read all that passed on that occasion only last night, I 
have reason to believe, that if the Court had delivered any judg- 
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ment at all, it would haye been to inake the rule absolute. Your 
Lordships then noticed how guardedly Mr. Hector had sworn, that 
he selected those persons whom he thought most fit, and not for 
the purpose of electing William Jolliffe to be Mayor. As one of 
your Lordships, upon that occasion observed: he has not sworn 
that he did not name persons who would elect some person or other 
who was in the interest of Mr. Jolliffe. They have said that it was 
not known perhaps to some of the Jury, who should be elected, 
or that Mr. Jolliffe was to be the person elected ; but, my Lorde, 
Mr. Hector did not swear that he did not chuse a Jury, who would 
nominate a person favourable to Mr. Jolliffe. Who was the fore- 
man of that Jury? a Mr. Meers ; against him there was an infor- 
mation filed ; he was aman connected with Mr. Jolliffe, his tenant, 
upon that occasion Mr. Meers disclaimed, Then there was another 
election 7 

Mr.Justice Bayley—Have you got a copy of Mr. Hector’s affidavit. 

Mr. Gaselee—Yes, my Lord, this is it. (handing an affidavit to 
his Lordship). Mr. Meers upon that occasion disclaimed ; that 
upon a Mandamus teing issued, he was again elected—the same 
Mr. Meers. Another application was made, and a quo warranto 
was filed, and he disclain.ed again ; and then twice having disclaimed 
he is called upon to play another character, namely, as foreman of 
the jury; and all that Mr. Hector denies is, that he did not select 
him as the foreman for the purpose of procuring the election of 
William Jolliffe as Mayor. My Learned Friend, Mr. Scarlett him- 
self, went the length of stating—Why to be sure, we did not mean 
to put one of Mr. Jolliffe’s enemies on the Jury, and proceeded to 
justify the practice. It appears that forthe last five years, there 
being eighty persons in the Borough qualified to serve, the selection 
was made only out of thirty-five persons, so that the same person 
may have been upon the Jury four out of five times. 


Lord Chief Justice Abbott—Do you desire to make your rule 
absolute? * 





Mr. Gaselee—My Learned Friend knows that I have no enmity, 
if he had not prayed to have it discharged with costs, I should have 
been satisfied. 

Lord Chief Justice Abbot—Let the rule be discharged without 
costs; we think upon the whole, that will best meet the justice of 
the case. Rule discharged without costs, 
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